
I-117-001

Based on extensive analysis, WSDOT determined that the project

purpose of improving mobility for people and goods could best be met by

a 6-lane alternative that includes HOV lanes. Chapter 1 of the SDEIS,

the Range of Alternatives and Options Evaluated Report (Attachment 8

to the SDEIS), and Chapter 2 of the Final EIS describe the planning

process for consideration of alternatives. In particular, Table 2-1 of the

Final EIS explains the history of the SR 520, I-5 to Medina NEPA

process and alternatives. Transportation analyses conducted as part of

determining the range of alternatives studied in the NEPA process are

based on travel demand forecasts that account for expected growth in

population and employment. See Chapter 3 of the Transportation

Discipline Report for discussion of transportation demand modeling.

 

I-117-002

As described in Chapter 1 of the SDEIS and in the Range of Alternatives

and Options Evaluated Report (Attachment 8 to the SDEIS), an

extensive range of alternatives has been evaluated for this project.

Alternative corridors, technologies (e.g. tubes and tunnels), and travel

modes, as well as many design variations within the existing corridor,

were evaluated as part of the Trans-Lake Washington Study and again

after the initiation of NEPA review in 2000. Chapter 2 of the Final EIS

provides additional information on how alternatives were developed and

evaluated, and why some solutions were determined not to be

reasonable alternatives. As explained in Chapter 2, an 8-lane alternative,

with three general purpose lanes in each direction, was eliminated from

further consideration prior to publication of the Draft EIS because

transportation analysis showed that the increased traffic flow on SR 520

would necessitate extensive improvements and major impacts on I-5 and

the SR 520/I-405 interchange.
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